[Vascular injuries in acetabular implantation and acetabular replacement surgery--case report, literature review and anatomical study].
Severe intraoperative bleeding during revision hip arthroplasty in one of our patients was the motive of the work reported here. A review of the literature and an anatomical cadaver study were carried out. The distance between the acetabular fossa and the intrapelvic blood vessels was measured in 15 specimens. The risk for the obturator artery is particularly high. The distance between this vessel and the acetabulum is 2 mm (1-5 mm) only. An account of previous complications and the vascular anatomy as pointed out in our report may help to prevent severe bleeding complications in hip surgery.